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DESCEIPTIONS OF SOMENEWGENEEAAND SPECIES OF NEW
ZEALAND COLEOPTERA.

BY D. SHARP, M.B.

Some years ago, I received from Mr. Lawson, of Scarborough,

some beetles collected in ]S"ew Zealand by his brother, Mr. Thomas

Lawson, of Auckland ; and, subsequently, some additional species, in

which he thought I should be interested, were liberally placed at my
disposal by him. Captain Thomas Broun, of Auckland (now of Tairua),

shortly afterwards sent me a number of species, the greater part of

which I was obliged to return to him without names ; and, lately, this

gentleman has continued his entomological researches, and has for-

warded me from time to time a considerable number of intei'esting

species, a large proportion of which are undescribed. I have also

received from Henry Edwards, Esq., of San Erancisco, some interest-

ing species collected by him some years ago in New Zealand ; and I

may mention that Cajjtain Hutton, of Dunedin, also forwarded me a

lot of beetles from the southern parts of the islands, but these, to my
great regret, were lost in the post.

I have thus had the opportunity of examining a pretty good num-

ber of beetles from this interesting part of the world ; but I am sure

that those I have seen form only a small portion of the existing forms,

and I feel pretty confident that the New Zealand species of the Order

will reach the number of two or three thousand.

I now propose describing a few forms, many of which are of con-

siderable interest, from the impossibility of reconciling them even

with the best and most recent classifications. It would of course be

premature at present to attempt to pronounce an opinion on the New
Zealand Coleopterous fauna as a whole, but it is already certain, that

highly specialized forms are in less proportion to the little specialized

forms than is the case in the Northern portions of the Old World.

At the same time, such forms are by no means absent ; for instance,

several indigenous species of Cicindela have been found.

Most of the new genera to be now described are what are called

synthetic forms, i. e., forms in which the characters of what may be

considered distinct groups are combined in one insect. These new

genera are nine in number, viz., 1 of Catopidce, 1 of Colydiidce, 3 of

Tenehrionidce, and 4 of Chrysomelidcd.

HVDROPORUSAVaKEFIELDI, 11. sp.

Fuscus, suh-opncH^, prdibus tcstaceis, thovnce lateribus, eli/f risque
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flavosiqnatis, crehre piaicfafiis ; thonice laferihiis minus curvatis, an-

trorsum leviter angitstatis. Long. corp. 4i mm.

Mas, femorihus ]Josterio7'iht(s apicem versus triatigulariter dilatatis.

Head closely and rather finely punctured, blackish, with the cljiDeus reddish at

the front margin. Antennae yellow, joints 5-10 infuscate, with their bases pale.

Thorax blackish, with the sides broadly yellow, the hind angles are nearly rectangular,

and the sides are but little curved, and distinctly narrowed towards the front, the

anterior angles being greatly produced, the surface is finely, closely, and evenly

punctured, the punctuation becoming more indistinct towards the sides. Elytra

blackish, with yellow marks, very variable in extent, they are nearly dull, and are

evenly and finely, but distinctly, punctured, and on the middle of each is a series of

larger punctures, they are regularly curved towards the apex. Legs yellow, with

the hind tarsi more or less infuscate, the hind tibise also sometimes darker. The

under-surface is fuscous, closely and evenly punctured. The prosternal process is

elongate, and much compressed laterally : the fourth joint of the front tarsi is quite

visible between the lobes of the third joint.

In the male, the middle tibiae are slightly curved, and the femora of the hind

legs are triangularly dilated, so as to form an acute angle on the hind margin

near the apex.

Found at Canterbury by Mr. Wakefield, and given to me by Mr
H. W. Bates.

Obs. —Structurally, tbis species seems mucb allied to our European

H. carinatus, but the prosternal process is more compressed laterally.

HrDEOPOEUSDUPLEX, n. sp.

Fuscus,fere opacus, crehre p)unctatus, jjedihus rufis, fJwracis latcri-

bus, elytrisque indistincte testaceo-signatis ; tliorace laterihus bene cur-

vatis, antrorsnm angustatis. Long. corp. 4^ —41 mm.

This species is very similar to H. Wakejleldi, but is rather larger,

and the sides of the thorax are more rounded and narrowed in front

;

the testaceous markings are very indistinct, and the elytra have some

obscure longitudinal elevations, which render their surface a little

uneven, and the hind legs are longer.

Apparently a common species in the province of Auckland
;

it

has been sent me both by Messrs. Broun and Lawson.

Obs. —Until I had carefully examined this species, I considered

it to be only a variety of //. Wakejleldi, and I have sent it under that

name to one or two correspondents. However, notwithstanding that

it is very closely allied to the Canterbury species, I do not now think

it will prove a variety thereof.

Ci'CLOXOTUM MAROIXALE, n. Sp.

Nigrum, nitidum, sat convexum, pcdibus rvfo-piceis, antcnnis pal-
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pisque riifo-testaceis ; crehre punctatuin, eli/tris seriebus punctoru7n apicem

versus prof unde impressis ; tarsis posterioribus brevibus, articulo basalt

2° longitudine cequali. Long. carp. 4| mm.

Head closely and finely punctured, and also with some larger punctures, which

are most numerous and distinct at the sides behind the eyes. Thorax short, of the

form usual in Cyclonotum, black, with the margins rather more dilute in colour,

rather closely and finely punctured, and rather shining. Elytra shining black, with

the lateral margins pitchy, each with ten rows of coarse punctures, which are most

deeply impressed towards the apex, the internal ones being quite obsolete at the

base, tlie interstices are finely and sparingly punctured, the lateral margins much

explanate. Prosternum with a large process which is acute at its apex, in the middle

in front. Mesosternal process stout, triangular, but with the sides depressed, so

that it appears almost linear. Middle of metasternum raised, the elevated part

shining and sparingly punctured, limited by two lines converging towards the hind

coxse, the sides densely and finely punctured, and quite dull. Legs short, pitchy,

becoming more dilute towards the tarsi ; the inner (or upper) face of the hind tibia

flat, shining, with a few fine punctures, without any striae ; basal joint of the hind

tarsus quite equal to the 2nd in length (indeed, when fully exposed, it is a little

longer), 3rd rather shorter than 2nd.

Sent from Auckland by Mr. Lawson.

This interesting species approaches in appearance to Cyloma

Lawso7ius ; compared with our European Oyclonota, it is aberrant in

several respects, but as the extra European allied species are numerous

and but little known, it would be premature to make a new generic

name for it.

Metoponcus Brouni, n. s-p.

JElongatus, castaneus, nitidus,fere IcBvis, elytris fuscis hasi dilutio-

ribus, pedibus abdominisque basi testaceis. Long. corp. 5—8 mm.

AntennjB dark red, short and stout, 2nd joint short and stout, but larger than

3rd, 6-10 differing very little from one another, transverse, 11th rather paler than

the preceding joints, and a good deal longer than the 10th. Head of a chestnut

colour, with a very few, scattered, moderately large punctures, and also with some

sparing very fine punctures, it is not much shining. Thorax longer than broad, a

little narrowed towards the base, similar in colour to the head, appearing at first

impunctate, but with a series of four or five extremely obsolete punctures on each

side of the middle, the base with a very fine, short, channel in the middle. Elytra

scarcely longer than the thorax, of a blackish colour, with the base reddish, im-

punctate. Hind-body with the two basal segments yellow, the following ones

reddish, but each with a large dark mark across the middle, it is impunctate and

ehiniug. Under-side of head almost impunctate, and with a well marked lateral

margin.

Numerous specimens of this insect have been sent me by Captain

Broun, who informs me that it is found under the bark of decaying
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logs of Dammara australis, in company with Mitrastethus haridioides,

Eedt., and Xenocnema spinijoes, Woll. The species varies a good deal

in size.

CAMIRIJS,* n. gen. {Gatopidce).

Antennce 11-articulaice, apice leviter incrassatce, articulo 8"

contigiiis minore.

'Palpi maxillares articulo ultimo magno, sub-seciiriformi.

Caput parvum, oculi prominuli, liheri.

TihicB piiihescentes.

Maxillary palpi with the 2nd joint elongate and slender, 3rd not half bo long as

2nd, 4th much dilated internally so as to be nearly securiform. Head small, not

adapted in form to close the front of the thorax, the eyes very convex, almost

hemispherical, their hind part free. Mesosternum large, slightly separating the

middle coxae, which are much immersed. Hind coxse very nearly contiguous, in-

wardly broad, but pointed at their outer extremity, their trochanters rather large

and adapted to the femora. Hind-body with five visible ventral segments.

The very anomalous insects for which I make this generic name,

I associate with the Catopidce, because they agree satisfactorily with

those insects in the structure of the prothorax, though in other re-

spects they are very anomalous. In many points, they approach the

Scydmcenidce, and will probably ultimately be considered a distinct

group, intermediate between the CatopidcB and Scydmcenidce. The two

species are extremely dissimilar in appearance, and may ultimately be

made distinct genera ; but as they possess in common the above pro-

minent characters, I associate them together for the present.

Camirus TnoEACicus, n. sp.

Minus convexus, niger, nifidus elytris hirsufis, anienjiis pedihusque

rufis ; thorace transversim suh-cordato, profunde canaliculato, punctis

hasalihus et lateralihus, jjaucisque discoidalihus inngnis, eh/tris striatis,

striisfortiter p)unctatis. Long. corp. Z\ mm.

First joint of antennae rather longer and stouter than 2nd, 2-4 differing but

little from one another, 5 and 6 each a little shorter than its predecessor, 7th dis-

tinctly stouter than 6th and quite as long as it, 8th narrower and much shorter

than the adjoining joints, 9th-llth similar to one another in breadth, and a little

broader than the 7th, the 10th about as long as broad. Thorax broader than long,

rounded at the sides, greatly narrowed towards the front, and sinuate behind the

middle, so that the hind angles are well marked right angles, it is of a shining black

colour, and bears a few hairs, has a very deep channel on the middle which does not

reach quite to the front or base, a deep narrow basal fovea on each side, a scries of

coarse punctures (those towards the front finer) along the side margins, one or two

* Cam-i-rus. —D. S.
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other coarse basal punctures, and a few others, scattered on the surface. Scutellura

moderately large. Elytra rather rounded at the shoulders, which are a good deal

broader than the base of the thorax, rather densely clothed with a long, fine

pubescence, and with eight rows of coarse punctures, which are placed in depressed,

not well defined strise. Legs red. Tarsi slender, basal joint of hind tarsus quite

as long as the two following together, spurs of tibiee minute.

Sent from Auckland by Mr. Lawson.

Obs. —I have at present before me only a single female of this

very remarkable species, which is intermediate in appearance between

Scydmcjeims and Catops ; I noted that a male which I formerly ex-

amined, had the two basal joints of the front tarsi dilated, and a

minute supplemental apical segment to the hind body ; my recollection

on this latter point is not very trustworthy.

Camtrus convexus, n. sp.

Castaneus, nitidus, pn7'cius n7ireo-j)uhescens ; thorace p)unctis hasali-

hus 7 ; elijiris stria sutiirali, iiunct Isqiie liumeralibus.

Long. Corp. 2f m7n.

Mas, ta7'sis anteriorihus articuUs duohus leviter dilatatis ; ahdomine

segmento 5" ventrali fort iter emarg inato-reflexo.

Antennse similarly formed to those of C. thoraciciis, but rather less elongate.

Thorax greatly narrower than the elytra, transversely convex, as well as depressed iu

front, the sides sinuate and contracted behind the middle, the hind angles rectangular

but not well defined, it bears an irregular bright yellow pubescence, and is impunctate,

except for a series of large punctures, about seven in number, along the base.

Elytra of a sliining chestnut colour, with a similar pubescence to that of the thorax,

with a well marked sutural stria, and impunctate, except for some coarse punctures

at the shoulders. In the male, the basal joints of the front and middle tarsi are

distinctly dilated, and the apical ventral segment is very broadly emarginate, the

margins of the cut away part much elevated.

Weare indebted to Mr. Lawson also for this species.

Obs. —This insect has quite the facies of a Eumicrus (in the

Scydmcenidee), and I had formerly referred it to that family ; but the

front coxal cavities, which are closed behind in the same manner as in

Catops, indicate that it cannot be classed with the Scijdm^nidce. It is

a remarkable fact that two insects, so distinct from other known forms,

and so closely related inter se, as this species and C. thoracicus appear

to be, should yet be so dissimilar in appearance from one another.

StEENAULAX LiEVIS, «. Sp.

Nigerrimus, nitidus ; thorace margine laterali suhtiJi Integra, basi

medio foveolato ; elytris hasi quadri-impressis, stria nnica externa integra.

Long. Corp. 7\ mm.
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Thorax with the lateral margin vory fhio, hut distinct thrcuigliuut, near the IVoul

angles it is more distinct than behind, parallel with it some fine punctures, wliicii

extend also part of the way along the base, where indeed they are coarser than at

the sides. Elytra very smooth and shining, with four impressions at the base, froui the

outer one of wliich there starts a stria, which, though much sinuated and very near

t he side, reaches the apex and is there deeper tliau elsewhere ; at the extremity of tlie

elytra are three or four abbreviated striae, the outer one forms the termination of

the lateral stria just desci-ibed, and the one next it is continued some distance for-

ward, though extremely fine in the front part, and is widely separated from the

external stria. From the first (internally) and third of the basal impressions, there

proceeds an extremely fine, short needle-scratch ; the one from the third impression

runs very obliquely towards the external stria. Except for these marks, the elytra

are quite smooth. The pygidium and propygidium are coarsely punctured.

Auckland ; a single specimen sent by Mr. Lawson.

Obs. —The genus Sternaulax consists of only two species, viz.,

Sfcrnaulax zcalandicus, Marseul, and a Madagascar species ; the present

species must be closely allied to Marseul's S. zcalandicus, but differs

from his figure and description by the striation of the elytra, and the

want of punctuation at their apex.

Platysoma cogjS'atum, n. sp.

Ohlongo-ovatum, sioh-depressum, nigrum, nitidum, antennis tihiisipie

obscure riifis ; prothorace elytrisque impunctatis, illis striis dorsaJibus 3

profunde impressis, quartaque interna apicali abbreviata.

Long. corp. 3| mm.

Head with a deep and well-marked line between the antennae. Thorax im-

puuctate, with the lateral and front margins entire. Elytra with three deep, entire

striae, and an abbreviated one at the extremity on the inner side of these, impunctate.

Pygidium and propygidium rather coarsely punctured. Front tibiae with four,

middle with three, hind with two, sharp teeth.

This species also is due to Mr. Lawson, who sent it from Auckland.

Obs. —This species is extremely closely allied to our European

P. front ale and P. depressum, and in form is about intermediate be-

tween the two. It may, however, be readily distinguished from them

by the denticles of the tibia", and the w:iiit of lateral punctiuiliou

on the thorax.

8APR1NUS PEDATOR, n. sp.

Angustulus, convexus, nigro-piceua, impuhclalus ; dgtris stria sidti-

rali iategra, striisque 5—6 basalibus abbreviatis : tibiis anterioribus

edentafis, extus grosse cilintis, interincdiis et posterioribus dilatatis, extus

grosse punctatis. Long. corp. 4—4^^ mm.

Antennae pitchy. Mandibles greatly exposed. Head with a vci-y tU'c)) arclied
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impression, extending across it at the base of the mandibles, and also with an arched

impressed line connecting the posterior portions of the eyes. Thorax short, con-

siderably rounded at the sides, impuuctate. Elytra with a well-marked sutural

stria, and with five or six oblique short basal striie; impunctate. Pygidium

impunctate. Front tibise reddish, broad, rounded externally, and toothless, but

fringed with coarse parchment-Uke cilise. Middle and hind tibise much dilated,

furnished externally with large deep pits, in each of which is placed a coarse

cilia, these ciliaj on the middle tibise are moderately long, but those on the hind pair

are very sliort. Hind femora much dilated. Basal veiitral segment elongate, the

others so reduced in the middle as to appear there only like approximate striae.

This extraordinary species was sent meby Captain Broun, with the

No. 188 attached, and the following information :
" On sea beach, one

found when about to fly from Al^ce on 11th December, 1875 ; and on

9th January, 1876, four under decayed fish, and another amongst Alffce.'*

The ventral segments (which, in the condition of repose, are, as I have

described, completely retractile) appear to be very mobile, so as to be

capable of great elongation.

SOEONIA HTSTEIX, n. SJ).

Nigro rvfoque vctriegata ; sttpra tomentosa et setis erectis adspersa

;

protliorace laterihus nndulatis. Xiong. corp. 3 mm.

Antenna? obscure reddish, 1st joint very broad and dilated, 2nd rather broader

than the slender 3rd joint, 4 and 5 distinctly longer than the following, which

are short and small, 9^—11 forming a rather long club. Head blackish, dull, covered

with tomentum, and with some erect setfe, the eyes bearing a patch of setse. Thorax

strongly transverse, the front margin sinuate on each side, the lateral margins waved

so as to show three or four broad shallow emarginations, the base at the hind angles

cut away (or suddenly narrowed), the hind angles sharply defined right angles ; the

colour is blackish with red marks at the sides, the surface being uneven, velvety, and

bearing short black setse. Elytra reddish, but rendered black by their clothing,

which consists of a kind of tomentum, accumulated at some points into thicker

patches, and bearing erect setse, most of which are black, but those about the margiim

are paler. Legs reddish. Under-surface infuscate-red, passing into blackish about

the middle.

Tairua ; Captain Broun,

Obs. —Though this peculiar little insect bears at first sight but

little resemblance to our European Soronice, I believe, from my ex-

amination, that they arc its nearest allies ; and do not detect any pro-

minent structural characters to distinguish it. I atiticipate, from the

specimens before me, that the species varies a good deal in colour.

Xenoscelis peolixus, n. sp.

Tarsis latis, hreviusculis, articnlo quarto ohtecto. Elo7if/atiis^ de-

pressuSffusco-ferrufint'US, sat nitidus, tenuitcr 2nihcscens, antcnnis pedi-

husque crnssiusculi!; ; crchre jyunctatiis. Long, cor-p. ^\ —5.^ mm.
•
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Of peculiarly elongate, depressed, sub-i)arallel form. Antenuffi stouL, reddish,

with the club more obscure ; in structure like those of Cryptophagus, Ist joint almost

globular, 2nd short and stout, 3rd not elongate, but longer than the contiguous

joints, 4-8 similar to one another, bead-like, 9th and lOtli transverse, 11th rather large.

Head rather closely and coai-sely punctured, the eyes but little prominent. Thoras

distinctly longer than broad, nearly straight at the sides, very slightly narrowed

behind, tlie side margin in front of the hind angles with a minute acute denticle,

and the hind angle itself minutely acute ; the surface is rather coarsely but not

densely punctured, so that the interstices between the punctures are shining, it bears

a fine and scanty pubescence, is flattened along the disc, and indistinctly bi-impressed.

Elytra very elongate, bearing rows of distinct, but not very coarse punctures, the

punctures bear a fine hair. Under-surface dark reddish, very finely and scantily

pubescent. Legs stout, reddish ; the tibiae short, thickened towards their extremity,

and curved ; the tarsi short, the three basal joints short and stout, and very pubes-

cent beneath, the 3rd joint deeply emarginate, so that the short and small 4th joint

is entirely concealed, and can only be detected on a careful examination ; 5th joint

short.

Sent both from Auckland and Tairua hj Messrs. Lawsou and

Broun, but only four or five specimens ; Captain Broun's specimens

were among some species forwarded to me as found on Cyatliea

dealhata.

Obs. —This remarkable species is, I have no doubt, correctly

placed near Mr. Wollaston's Xenoscelis cleplanatus (Canary Islands).

In general structure it is very similar to that species, so that I have

given it the same generic name, notwithstanding the difference in the

tarsi.

EHIZONIUM, 11. gen. (Colydiidce)

.

Coxce poster lores configiicc.

Abdomen serjmento basdJe secundo longiore.

Caput lateribus hand rejlexis.

AntenncB ll-articulatcB, clava (ri-articiiJafa.

N.B.

—

^x offiiiitate Tercdi et OxyJcemi, sed prima visu lihlzophago

shnile.

Antennae short and stout, with the basal joint quite exposed, the club consisting

of the transverse 9th and 10th joints and the narrower 11th joint. Last joint of

maxillary palpi longer than the pi-eceding. Eyes free and prominent. Front

coxee contiguous, middle and posterior nearly so. Metasternum elongate. First

ventral segment of liind-body considerably longer than the following. Legs rather

slender ; the tarsi rather short and moderately stout, their basal joint not elongate.

Obs. —The insect for which I make this generic name, in its form

and sculpture, so much resembles a Bhizophagus, that I omitted it in

my paper on the New Zealand Colydiidce, from having placed it on one
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side (without examiuation) as an ally of that group of the NitichdiJcB.

Its affiuities, however, are certainly with Tercdus and Oxijlcemiis,\hovLg\i

the structure of its antenna? (which are not very dissimilar from those

of Aulonium) readily distinguish it therefrom.

E-HIZOIS'IUM ANTIQUUM, H. sp.

Sub-depressum, sat nitidiim,fo)-titer punct(dum,ferriigineum, nudum.

Long. Corp. vix 2 mm.

Antennae reddish, much shorter than head and thorax, rather stout ; 1st and 2nd

joints stout, not longer than broad, about equal to one another; 3—8 broad, Tery

short, quite similar to one another; 9th and 10th rather strongly transverse, quite

distinct from one another ; 11th a good deal narrower than lOtli, but longer than it.

Head about as broad as the thorax, rather coarsely punctured, without any raised

lateral margins. Thorax quadrate, about as long as broad, and about straight at the

sides, the hind angles very indistinct on account of the curving of the base ; the

surface rather coarsely punctured. Elytra moderately closely, and coarsely punctured,

the punctures arranged in rows, which, however, are not very distinct.

Pour specimens of this interesting little species were sent nie by

Captain Broun among some insects found on CyatJiea dealhata at

Tairua.

Telmatophilus depkessus, n. sp.

Colore vnriahllis, testaceus, vel fusco-testaceus, vel fere niger ; de-

pressus, nudiis, sed minus nitidiis ; tliorace puree suhtiliterque punctato,

laterihus sinuafis, angtilis posferiorihus reef is ; elytris siibtiliter punctato-

striatis, punctis apice ohsoletis. Long. carp. 2| mm.

Antennae yellow ; 1st joint thicker and longer than 2nd ; 3rd slightly longer than

2nd ; 5th a good deal longer than either 4th or 6th ; 7th also distinctly larger than

the contiguous joints ; 8th joint small; 9—11 of about the same width, forming an

abrupt club, very loosely articulated; the 9th and 10th transverse. Head finely

and sparingly punctured. Thorax considerably narrower than the elytra, rather

strongly transverse, the sides somewhat sinuate behind the middle, the hind angles

sharply marked and nearly rectangular, the surface dull, but only finely and sparingly

punctured, transversely depressed in front of the base, and with a very minute basal

impression on each side. Elytra elongate and fiat, Avith rows of fine punctures, which

become obsolete at the extremity. Legs yellow.

Probably common in the Auckland district.

Obs. —Tliis species is very variable in colour. Its tlatlened form,

deslitute of pubescence, give it at first sight but little resemblance to

our European TelmatophiJi ; but, nevertheless, it possesses the structure

of the tar.si highly developed after the manner of Telmatopliilus. The

figure in Du Val's Grenera des Col. d' Eur. (pi. 52, f. 259&) of the tarsus

of Psnmmcecns hipitnctntus is very like that of this species.

(To be continued.)


